


year at this time you 

should be seeing con-

struction of the trail that 

will further enhance the 

growing national reputa-

tion that Ford’s Pond is 

achieving for bird 

watching, outdoor recre-

ational activities, fish-

ing, boating, hiking, 

walking, jogging and 

picnicking. Four years 

ago, this site was simply 

scheduled to serve as a 

storage facility for 

’Class A’ wastewater 

effluent. The inspira-

tional 

vision of 

Jim and 

Beth 

house-

man at 

the helm 

of 

Friends 

of 

Ford’s 

Pond, 

along with a group of 

volunteers also including 

city staff,  has made pos-

sible this remarkable 

community livability 

enhancement that will 

benefit generations.  

- Have you noticed the 

new benches we placed 

inside the splash park? 

The splash park and Cen-

tral Park itself is a gath-

ering place for friends, 

family and guests. What 

we quickly discovered 

was there were no bench-

es for parents to sit on 

while watching over 

their children in the play-

ground area. The City 

Council asked staff to 

install benches for this 

summer season and they 

have been used with 

much appreciation. The 

increased use has created 

some parking challenges 

which the Police Depart-

ment has taken action in 

rectifying the situation. 

- We too are in the pro-

cess of three imperative 

water treatment, water 

delivery and water stor-

age projects totaling al-

most $5 million dollars. 

Our Nonpareil treatment 

facility is over 40 years 

old and in immediate 

need for 

repair and 

moderni-

zation. 

City staff 

was able 

to acquire 

a $3.9 

million 

dollar, 

low inter-

est loan to 

make these repairs and 

improvements. Using 

water reserve funds com-

bined with the low inter-

est, we were able to ap-

prove this work with no 

increase in monthly ser-

vice charges.  

- The 45 year old pump 

station at Sixth and Oak 

Street was a below 

ground facility that over 

time became a confined 

space hazard for routine 

service and internal re-

pairs.  

- The Schoon Mt. water 

storage tanks have been 

for a number of years 

significantly under ca-

pacity in serving portions 

of State Street up to the 

Last year at this time, the 

whole city was watching 

the daily reconstruction of 

Central Avenue from 

Church Road to the eastern 

city limits. While there is-

n’t any single project as 

grand and visible, we are 

still completing a wide va-

riety of important city in-

frastructure, parks and 

street improvement pro-

jects. 

Here are but a few: 

- Valentine reconstruction 

is still on track and ex-

pected to be completed by 

the end of September.  

- Our new wastewater treat-

ment plant, while not in 

your daily view, represents 

the largest infrastructure 

project in the city’s history. 

This new facility will treat 

and release ’Class A’ water 

into Ford’s Pond over the 

summer months and into 

Calapooia Creek during 

winter months of high wa-

ter flow. This will ensure 

steady water levels in the 

pond year round while en-

hancing the recreational 

use of the entire 200 plus 

acres for many years to 

come.  

- The City of Sutherlin in 

partnership with the 

Friends of Ford’s Pond 

was recently awarded a 

grant for the amount of 

$243,000 and await anoth-

er to be awarded in the 

amount of $388,000 by 

mid-September. To be 

used for the purpose of 

constructing a 10’ wide 

paved, ADA compliant 

walkway of 1.7 miles 

around the pond. Next 

hillside development of 

Schoon Mt. The current tank 

system can only store 24,000 

gallons of water. As of July 

2021 a new 135,000 gallon 

storage tank will be con-

structed.  

- Both the new Sixth Street 

and Oak Street above ground 

pump station and the Schoon 

Mt. storage tank are funded 

with approximately $450,000 

in state grant dollars and a 

$388,000 1% loan, with no 

needed increase in monthly 

utility bills. Kudos to Brian 

Elliott and his Community 

Development staff for com-

ing up with the grant dollars 

to subsidize these important 

projects. 

-  The City Council is consid-

ering the formation of an Ur-

ban Renewal District for 

making additional beautifica-

tion improvements and to 

recruit new business for our 

downtown with no increase 

in taxes. The City of Suther-

lin in partnership the Cham-

ber of Commerce and the 

Sutherlin Downtown Devel-

opment, Inc. conducted a 

survey of over 100 business 

owners, property owners and 

citizens living in the area to 

obtain their opinions and ide-

as for how we should make 

continued improvements in 

our downtown.  The results 

are now posted on the city’s 

web site for you to see.  Stay 

tuned for council actions re-

garding Urban Renewal and 

making continued improve-

ments in our downtown.  

 

AS THE NEW SEASON  

BEGINS, IT BRINGS WITH  

IT WELCOME CHANGES. 

From the Desk of  the Mayor 



G 
reetings Everyone, 

The new 2019-2020 school 

year has begun and I hope 

all of our students are ready to rock 

and roll! 

As you may remember, Sutherlin 

High School's gym, athletic facilities, 

band, drama and choir room took a 

hit from the snowpoclypse.  

A major element that we will be put-

ting an emphasis on throughout the 

upcoming year is attendance. We 

want to show our students and our 

community that exceptional attend-

ance is such a quality trait to possess. 

Great attendance is a reflection that 

our students want to come here, not 

only to learn, but because they want 

to be in school. Because of this we will 

be rolling out a new attendance cam-

paign called, 'We are Sutherlin, we are 

here.' Keep your eyes peeled for this around our schools and social media.  

We are so grateful for all the fabulous activities our town had to offer throughout the summer. The Stam-

pede Parade and Blackberry Festival were very successful in drawing our youth out to be involved with 

their community. We would also like to than the Sutherlin Police Department for hosting the annual Back-

to-School-Bash. 

 

Now I don't want to reveal too much information yet but we are teaming up with the city for some cool, 

innovative projects that are in the early planning stages. Not only will it benefit our students for years to 

come but it will have a positive and last-

ing impact on our town. 

 

Terry Prestianni 

Sutherlin School  

Superintendent  

  From the desk of  Terry Prestianni  

 



FREE RESOURCES FOR SAVING WATER 

To help you conserve wa-

ter at home the City of 

Sutherlin is now offering 

free water-efficient show-

erheads and faucet aerators 

to Sutherlin water custom-

ers. We've also posted 

helpful tips for using less 

water on our website. 

 

Water conservation is a 

community effort. A few 

water saving changes by 

each of us add up to make 

a big difference. Please 

join us in conserving our 

shared water. 

 

 

Water-efficient faucet aera-

tors and showerheads regu-

late water flow so that you 

use less water without no-

ticing a difference in water 

pressure. The average fam-

ily can save up to 700 gal-

lons of water per year by 

installing water-efficient 

faucet aerators and save up 

to 2,900 gallons a year by 

installing water-efficient 

showerheads (epa.gov). 

That's a lot of water. 

 

The city offers two types 

of free faucet aerators : 

kitchen sink aerators and 

bathroom sink aerators. 

Both are compatible with 

most faucets. The free 

showerheads use only 1.5 

gallons of water per mi-

nute, saving 1 gallon every 

minute compared to a 

standard showerhead. 

The free fixtures are 

available for pick up at 

City Hall. For more in-

formation, call 

541.459.2856, email ad-

min@ci.sutherlin.or.us. 

 

 

 

 

Quick Tips for Saving 

Water 

 

Here are a few ways to 

save water around the 

house.  

 

- Water your garden and 

lawn in the early morn-

ing. This will help your 

plants absorb more of 

the water before it evap-

orates. 

- Water plants not pave-

ment. Adjust your irri-

gation system's heads to 

keep water off paved 

surfaces to reduce water 

waste. 

- If you have an older 

toilet, consider pur-

chasing a more water-

efficient model or in-

stalling a water dis-

placement device in the 

toilet tank to reduce the 

amount of water used 

per flush. 

- Challenge yourself to 

take shorter showers. 

Saving a few gallons of 

water every shower 

adds up over the year. 

- Visit the city's web-

site for more tips on 

conserving water. 

Free Faucet Aerators 

and Showerheads 

Available  

at  

City Hall 



Sutherlin Police Department 

The City of Sutherlin was repre-

sented at the Special Olympics 

Torch Run on June 4th, by Captain 

Kurt Sorenson, Troy Mills, Jake 

McGarvey and Mark Dowdy. Their 

participation is a tribute to the de-

partment and the city. The acco-

lades continue in June with the 

swearing in of officers Jon Rausch 

and Kyle David. Officer David will 

begin the Police Academy in Sep-

tember. Officer Seth Fox graduated 

from the academy in August. In a 

county-wide collaboration the 

Sutherlin Police Department along 

with  the Myrtle Creek, Winston 

and Roseburg Departments joined 

forces for an active shooter training 

at South Umpqua High School.  

On September 19th, join in 

supporting the Sutherlin Fire 

and Police Departments for 

the ‘Challenge of Heroes’, a 

benefit for the 

‘Up2USNow’, a community 

violence prevention initia-

tive.  The Sutherlin Fire As-

sociation Breakfast will be 

held in the Community 

Building located at 150 

Willamette Street on Sep-

tember 29th, 8:00am—12pm 

and hosted by the Sutherlin 

Fire Volunteer Association. 

 

 

Sutherlin Fire Department     

The Annual Ice Cream Social was again a resounding success 

both as a benefit and in bringing the community together. 





SUTHERLIN DOWNTOWN IS CHANGING 

With all of the new beautification projects recently completed, Sutherlin Downtown Development, Inc. has decided to 

also make improvements by becoming a certified Oregon Main Street Program.  To be a certified Oregon Main Street 

recognized program, SDDI must be organized around four elements: 

 

 1. Organization:  Administration; Agendas, Minutes, Finance and Communications 

 2. Promotion/Events:  Music, Banners, Flowers, Newsletter, Year-Round Activities 

 3. Actions taken to ensure unity for beautification and attraction 

 4. Economic Restructuring:  Enticement/Recruitment of “Critical Mass” business investments 

 

It is also important that we make changes responsive of the seven critical elements associated with all vi-

brant, “sense of place: downtowns: 

 

 1. Critical Mass; Diversity of boutique/specialty retail, dining and entertainment 

 2. Residential; Live-work and independent residential housing 

 3. Parking; Distributed throughout the downtown area 

 4. Gathering spaces and events intermixed with other distinctive activities 

 5. Walkable; Inclusive ease of access by multiple means 

 6. Night Life; 70% of consumer spending takes place after 6:00 P.M. 

 7. Mix of Uses; A little something for everyone 

 

These seven elements represent the difference between people “coming-to” the community to spend money 

and just “passing through.” 

 

In addition, we are preparing for the eventual arrival of the  Oregon Only Resort.  The Oregon Only Resort Board of 

Directors held a first board meeting on July 17th This exciting new development is in the process of addressing trans-

portation and other permit requirements, completing initial architectural concepts, and developing a project delivery 

plan. You may read all about the Board and development plans at: 

www.oregononly.com       www.facebook.com/OregonOnlyResort      www.instagram.com/oregononlyresort                           

In order to be fully organized and engaged to embrace and benefit from this enormous economic driver for the positive 

benefit of all the community, the City of Sutherlin, Sutherlin Downtown Development, and Sutherlin Chamber of 

Commerce distributed a Downtown Sutherlin survey through Survey Monkey. The purpose was to obtain perceptions 

of our current downtown and record what our community would like to see in our downtown going into the future. 

Over 100 people responded to the survey in answering a number of questions using the "seven critical elements" refer-

enced above. We asked about what businesses people would like to see, what kind of downtown design they preferred, 

what changes they would like to see for our downtown and what things they liked about our downtown and others. 

You can find the summary of results on the city's web-site at: www.cityofsutherlin.com. 

 



EXPERIENCE THE “PRESENCE” OF SUTHERLIN 

If you thought last year’s holiday lighting was grand, wait until November 2019.  

In partnership with Sutherlin Area Chamber of Commerce and Sutherlin Down-

town Development, Inc., we are creating a magnificent new lighting display in 

Central Park.  Notice a play on words presence as in (you just have to be here) the 

numerous lighted presents below each tree that will again be a highlight of our 

coming Central Park lighting display.  This is the first of a two phase lighting dis-

play project.  The Chamber of Commerce will be hosting the annual Christmas 

Tree Lighting Event now in Central Park.  Mark your calendars for December 1st 

to come see the brand new lighting that will again celebrate the holiday season.   

This lighting display has been made possible with a generous  

$5,000 grant provided by Pacific Power. 
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